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The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President of the Dnited States
The White House :
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

For some time now, I have felr that the Intelligence Community
deserved relief from the provisions of the Treedom of Information
et (FOIA). This is why I cosponsored two bills on the subject in
the 97th Congress. Unfortunately, peither bill passed.

It seems to wme self-defeating' to 2pply & law which calls for
"openness™ in government to those agencies which by their very mature
shoulé be secret. Why should a rogue former agent like Philip Agee

be azllowec to tie up the CIL with literally bundreds of FOI4 reguests?
Why should the Ayatollah Khomeini be z2llowec to submit FO0I1A requests
to the CI4 on the Shah of Iran? Why should convicted criminzls be
allowed to use FOIA to identify FBI informants? Why does the CIi

have to respond to FOIA requests from the KGB?

Yr. Presidext, the ansver to these gquestions lies in the law. The
Freedon of Informatiecn Act requires these things to happen, and thev
2re happezing! ~

As you krow, the Republican Party Platform for 1980 stared, "We will
support amendments to the Freedom of Informarion Act...to reduce costly
and cepricious requests to the intelligence agencies."” However, when
the Administration submitted its FOI4 proposals to Congress in the

fall of 1981, provisions relating to the Intelligence Community were
‘deleted 2t the last minute without warning. I am told that this vas

2 "political" decision made by the White House. While I am sure

that the reasons for doing this were good ones, it really left us

in the lurch here on the Hill. : '

My gquestion is, will you and jour Administration support some form
of legislative relief to the Intelligence Community from the Freedom
of Information Act in the 98th Congress?
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Mr. President, I am prepared to introduce .some FOIA legislation in
the nex: few weeks that will 8ive relief to the Agency from having
to do massive searches -of 211 their files. I bave worked it out
with Bill Casey, and it will be.= moderate approach ro. one of thedir
moST overvhelming problems under FOIA. I am told that even the
ACLU does not oppose this ‘bill! But I will need your support and
that of the Justice Department if we are to succeed. Do I have
this support? If so, who on Your staff should we be working with?

1 look forward to bearing from you soon on this matter.

Warm regards, é‘/LLb}vbuf'

Brlﬁff.watr
Cha - : -
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